ROCKY CREEK MISSIONARY
BAPTIST CHURCH
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History of Rocky Creek
Missionary Baptist Church
OUR STORY
	
  	
  	
  	
  In the spring of 1885, the late A.D
Sweeney believed there was a need to
serve the lord. He then founded Rocky
Creek Baptist Church. The original
church was a log school house where
the first revival held. Reverend Carl
Evans was the first pastor. Rocky
Creek didn’t have any officers so
Reedy Fork Baptist Church offered
some assistance. Fifteen members
joined and were baptized within the
first year. Ten members were baptized
the second year. Sister Texas Greggs
and Sister Pellar Abercrombie were
two of the first members to join Rocky
Creek Baptist Church. Sister Texas
Greggs was Rocky Creek’s oldest
member. She departed this life in
March 1987.

Rocky Creek Baptist Church
established in 1885 by the late
A.D Sweeney

The Lord was ready to save me: therefore we will sing my
songs to the stringed instruments all the days of our life in
the house of the Lord.
Isaiah 38:20
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The original church was
destroyed by fire in 1911. Rocky
Creek was able to be rebuilt. The
timber used to rebuild was
donated by William Henry Cox.
John Richardson furnished the
saw mill and labor. Rocky Creek
grew under the leadership of
several conscious members. Our
church only had one choir and
some of the members were
Simon Jenkins, Essie Ford, Inez
B Burton, Mamie Sweeney,
D o l f u s S w e e n e y, B r o t h e r
Bruster, and Todd Thurman.
	
   	
  

The Deacon board at Rocky
Creek has always been one of
the pillars of the church. Some
of the early officers were A. D.
Sweeney, John Jenkins, Ira
Davis, and Frank Logan. Mr.
Logan was chairman of the
deacon board. In 1930, Willie H
S ullivan, S r. w as elected
chairman of the board and
served in that capacity for 33
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years. In 1963 Paul Sweeney
was elected chairman.

Our Current officers are as
follows:

In 1970, Cornell Sweeney, Sr.

Church Clerk: Deacon Willie H.
Sullivan, Jr.

was elected chairman and he
served in that position until God
called him to his heavenly home
in 2010.

Treasurer: Trustee Bobby Young
Sunday School Superintendent:
Rodney Austin

The first church officers of the
church were as follows:

The previous pastors of Rocky
Creek Baptist Church were:

Clerks: James Abercrombie,
Simon Jenkins, Chester Evans,
and James A. Sweeney

Rev. Alber Williams, 1903-1904,

Treasurers: Ira Davis, Wister
Babb, and John Sullivan
Sunday School Superintendents:
A. D. Sweeney, Price Avery,
Ulysses Sweeney, and John
Sullivan

Rev. V Porter, 1904-1906,
Rev. L.W. Simpson, 1906-1909,
Rev. J. Martin 1909-1911,
Rev. W.F. Wairs, 1911-1912,
Rev. C.C. Pitt, 1912-1920,
Rev. H.B. Mitchell 1920-1921,
and
Rev. P.J. Barton served as pastor
for 32 years from 1921-1953.

The History 239 Rocky Creek Rd. P.O. Box 635 Simpsonville, SC 29680 | 864-967-7905 | www.rcmbc.org

ROCKY CREEK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH!

Services were held on the 4th
Sunday of every month. During this
period, the bell tower was added.
Rev. J.A. Peterson served as pastor
from 1953-1954. Rev. D.B. Walker
came from Anderson and served
from 1954-1970. During this period,
the Gospel Choir was formed, the
2nd Sunday service was added, and
the baptism pool was moved to the
inside of the church. For one year
Rocky Creek served without a
pastor.
In 1971 the prayers of the
congregation were answered and the
Lord sent us Rev. W.R. Davis to
serve as pastor of our church. Under
his leadership, church services were
expanded from bi-weekly serves to
weekly services. The following
choirs were formed: Young Adults,
Mixed Choir, Junior Choir, and
Mass Choir. Rev. W.R. Davis served
as pastor of our church for 40 years
and he resigned in 2011.
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Rocky Creek under went
construction in the spring of 1987.
The new sanctuary was
completed on Oct. 18,
1987. The anniversary
of the new church and
mortgage burning
ceremony were held on
October 10-11, 1998.
The building committee
members were:
Cornell Sweeney Sr.,
Betty Leonard,
Eugene Sherman,
Franklin Ladson,
Francenia Williams,

And thy were continually

Claude Sweeney,

devoting themselves to the

Carrie Sweeney,

apostles’ teaching and to

Lillian Hewins,

fellowship, to the breaking

Milford Logan,

of bread and to prayer.

James Berry,

Acts 2:42

Willie H. Sullivan, Jr.,
Cleare Sullivan, and
Rev. W.R. Davis.
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Reedy Fork / Rocky Creek Fairground
Community Park
A JOURNEY FROM THE PAST TO THE PRESENT
The Greenville County
Colored Fair Association was
formed in the early part of 1920
by a group of Black
businessmen, professionals, and
entrepreneurs from the City of
Greenville, SC. The first fair
was held in an open field with
no enclosures on the property of
the late J.C. Martin, which was
near the city limits on Anderson
Road. The first President of the
Greenville County Colored Fair
was the late James Tolbert. The
late E. W. Biggs was the first
secretary. In 1921, the Colored
Fair was held at a baseball park
off of Pendleton Street that was
enclosed with a fence. Black
folks were encouraged to attend
and to bring their canned foods,
needle works, and farm products
from the garden and their
livestock to show and to receive
prizes. The Fair was held from
November 14 – 18, 1921 and
over 14,500 people attended.

The Fair was such a great
success that it became difficult
to find a place to host the next
Colored Fair. During these early
years, Blacks from throughout
the county came to the Colored
Fair and stayed for more than
one day. Travel was difficult in
those years; since, the muledriven wagons and buggies were
the primary means of
transportation for Black
families. A few Whites also
attended the Colored fair.
After the success of the
second Colored Fair, Blacks had
to find a location to have the
Colored Fair each year and the
Fair was held at three different
locations from 1922 thru 1924.
During these early years, it was
decided that the Fair would be
held annually beginning the
third Sunday in October of each
year and would run for one week
ending on Saturday. After
having to re-locate the Fair each

of the first five years of its
existence, in early 1925, the
Black professionals from the
City of Greenville formed an
alliance with the Black farmers,
entrepreneurs, and professionals
from the rural area of Greenville
County, and they purchased a
new home for the Colored Fair,
which is the current location for
the Reedy Fork/Rocky Creek
Fairground Community Park.
The Fair was held at these
grounds from 1925 thru October
1967. During the early years of
the Colored Fair at this location,
high school football games were
held at the Fair and Black
schools were given part of the
school day off to attend the fair
and were admitted free. There
was harness racing, bare-back
mule racing, and foot races on
the last day of the fair each year.
Area black school displayed
exhibits in the exhibit hall.

The History 239 Rocky Creek Rd. P.O. Box 635 Simpsonville, SC 29680 | 864-967-7905 | www.rcmbc.org

ROCKY CREEK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH!

The Journey continued...
The Greenville County Colored Fair
Association changed its name to Greenville
County Progressive Fair Association in the
early 1960’s due to the relaxation of racial
tension, changes in Jim Crow laws, and
because several whites were now attending.
After Martin Luther King was murder in
April 1968, White carnival owners refused
to bring their shows and rides to the Black
fair for fear that Blacks would riot and
destroy their equipment. The last fair was
held in October 1967. The president of the
Fair Association in 1967 was A.J.
Whittenburg; the secretary was Rev. U.S. G.
Sweeney, Jr.
Efforts were made thru 1970 to bring in a
carnival without success. From 1970 thru
the early 80’s, various individuals and
baseball teams rented the area to have
functions. Once those functions stopped, the
property went unused for several years and
bushes, weeds, and unwanted trees took over
the property.
In early 1990, the President of the
Greenville County Progressive Fair
Association, Rev. Willar Hightower,
suggested that the 13 acre property that
belonged to the Fair Association be donated
to the Reedy Fork and Rocky Creek Baptist
Churches. After much discussion and
several meetings, the property was donated

to the two Churches with the understanding
that the property would be used to enhance
the communities for Rocky Creek and Reedy
Fork. The two churches accepted the
property in a joint meeting of the Churches
held on August
21, 1990. In
2000, a
Committee with
six members
from both
Churches was
formed to clear,
renovate, and
maintain the
property. In 2007, 75% of the 13-acres were
cleared; all dilapidated structures were torn
down and removed. The Park currently has
one shelter, a pump house, a 1/3 mile oval
track, a horseshoes pit, a basketball goal, a
baseball/softball/soccer field and several
acres of clear shady space. Plans are
underway to acquire restrooms and other
amenities such as outdoor basketball, tennis,
volleyball, and handball courts, more
horseshoes pits, a walking trail, and play
areas for kids and youth. Since this is a
private/public Park, DONATIONS are both
welcomed and needed. The Park is a familybased designation for weekdays or weekend
outings, picnics, reunions, and outdoor sport
activities. The Park can be rented for events.
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And my God will supply all your needs according to His riches in
glory in Christ Jesus.
Philippians 4:19
In 2005, Rocky Creek Missionary Baptist Church agreed with a membership vote to
build a life center for our church. The ground breaking ceremony was held on
November 6th, 2005 after morning church service. The members that participated in
the ceremony were Trustee Anthony Harris, Chairman of the Building Committee; Mr.
Horace Jenkins, one of the church’s oldest members; Sis Lillian Hewens, Vice
Chairman of the Building Committee; Rev. Dr. W.R. Davis, Pastor of Rocky Creek; and
the late Deacon Cornell Sweeney Sr, Chairman of the Deacon Board. Deaconess
Carrie Sweeney gave the history of the church. The life center was completed in 2007.
On December 2, 2007, there was a dedication program held at the Church.

Rocky Creek Family Life Center
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Parlor
Kitchen
Gymnasium / Multipurpose Room for large events
Walking Track
Stage
Prayer Room
Handicap Accessibility
6 Classrooms
Rocky Creek Christian Academy
Rocky Creek After school Program
Rocky Creek Summer Camp
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